Press Release Template

Instructions for Chapter Advisors: Local media outlets—newspapers, TV, radio, and school district communications offices—welcome stories about student achievement. Use the template below to highlight your chapter’s participation in the 2026 National Leadership Conference (NLC).

To distribute:
· Replace all bracketed sections with your chapter’s details
· Attach student photos with captions (if available)
· Send to local media contacts (education reporters, editors, or assignment desks)
· Follow up if needed after a few days

###

For Immediate Release

Contact Person: [*Advisor or other school contact for questions from reporters or editors*]
Phone: [*Contact’s phone number*]
Email: [*Contact’s email*]
Address: [*School name and address*]
Date: [*Date the release will be distributed*]

[*School Name*] Students Recognized at National Business Conference in Nashville

Students from [*School Name’s] Business Professionals of America (BPA) chapter joined nearly 7,000 members from across the world at the 2026 BPA National Leadership Conference, held May 6–10 in Nashville, Tennessee.

While in Nashville, students competed for national recognition in BPA’s Workplace Skills Assessment Program (WSAP), showcasing their talents in business administration, finance, digital communication and design, information technology, management, marketing, and more.

In addition to competition, attendees participated in leadership workshops, connected with industry professionals, explored college and career opportunities, and engaged in service activities supporting Special Olympics, BPA’s national service partner.

The following [*student/students*] from the [*School Name*] attended the National Leadership Conference:

· [*List student names, events, placements, and/or awards*]

[*Insert quote from advisor, principal, or student about the experience and impact of BPA*]

“Attending the National Leadership Conference is a powerful experience for our students,” said Patrick W. Schultz, BPA’s Executive Director. “They not only demonstrate their skills at a national level but also grow as leaders, build confidence, and connect with peers and professionals from across the country.”

This year’s conference also featured keynote speaker Sam Demma, whose message on resilience, leadership, and personal growth inspired attendees to take small actions that create a big impact.

Students also explored the Exhibitor Showcase and College & Career Fair, gaining insight into future pathways and connecting with organizations that support their academic and professional goals.

The 2026 National Leadership Conference was made possible through the support of BPA’s partners and sponsors, including presenting sponsors Pearson and College Board.

BPA’s 2027 National Leadership Conference will be held in Denver, Colorado, from May 5 to 9, 2027.


About Business Professionals of America
Founded in 1966, Business Professionals of America (BPA) is a premier Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO) serving middle, high school, and college students preparing for careers in business, finance, information technology, and related fields. BPA provides opportunities for students to develop leadership, technical, and workplace skills through competition, education, and community service. The organization serves more than 60,000 members in nearly 1,500 chapters across the United States and internationally. Learn more at www.bpa.org.

